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Sustainable Investment
Integrating Sustainability into Your Investment Strategy

Client Needs

Strategic Advice

A growing number of individual clients, charitable foundations
and institutional clients are seeking to combine financial returns
with positive social and environmental impacts. For example:
• A young private client is looking for ways in which her
investments can produce a social and environmental impact
while generating sound financial returns.
• An entrepreneur is seeking innovative investment opportunities and new ways to diversify his portfolio. He is particularly
interested in sustainability-related themes such as green real
estate and Impact Investment.
• A wealthy family wants to align its investment strategy with
the family’s values and to take account of the next generation’s interest in sustainable investments.
• The Board of a charitable foundation wishes to align its
investment strategy with the foundation’s mission in response
to the Swiss Foundation Code 2015. In particular, it wants to
reduce the portfolio’s exposure to sensitive industries.
• The Investment Committee of a pension fund wants to incorporate sustainability criteria into its investment decisions to
mitigate risks and make better-informed investment decisions.

Based on each individual client’s values and objectives and the
Credit Suisse Sustainability Standard, we screen the investment portfolio. Partnering with the client, we then define an
individual investment strategy and create a customized portfolio
proposal that meets the defined sustainability standards.

What Credit Suisse Offers as a Trusted Partner
Based on our clients’ personal values and objectives and
drawing on our extensive expertise, we offer clients innovative
and customized Sustainable Investment solutions. Sustainable
Investment is an established investment approach that takes account of Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) criteria to
enable investors to make better-informed investment decisions.

Portfolio Solutions
When screening and constructing portfolios, we use a combination of Sustainable Investment approaches. The exclusion
approach avoids investments in companies linked to certain
controversial activities, such as the manufacturing of arms or
tobacco. The norm-based approach reduces a portfolio’s exposure to areas that are controversial from an ESG perspective.
The best-in-class approach identifies companies that perform
well in terms of ESG criteria within a peer group by assessing
their ability to successfully manage ESG issues such as CO2
emissions and labor standards. The sustainability profile can
be further improved with investments that are related specifically to sustainability aspects such as energy efficiency, water
or healthcare. In the area of portfolio management, we offer
customized mandates or individual advisory solutions.

Investment Opportunities
We also offer single investments across various asset
classes, including equities, fixed income, real estate and
alternative investments, as well as index solutions and thematic
investments. Our flagships include Impact Investment, which
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aims to generate a measurable social impact alongside a
financial return, and Sustainable Real Estate, through which
CO2 emissions in real estate are systematically reduced.

Supporting Services and Partnership
Our supporting services include access to networks and thematic experts, customized reporting, and access to in-house
research and thought leadership publications. We also provide
individual training, including for the next generation, peer-sharing roundtables and exclusive thematic events.

Contact
Yvonne Suter
Head Sustainable Investment
yvonne.suter.2@credit-suisse.com
For further information, visit our website at:
credit-suisse.com/psi

Benefits for Clients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sound financial returns plus social and environmental impacts
Personal values and objectives aligned with investment strategy
Alignment of investment strategy with the foundation’s mission
Exposure to growth with a focus on sustainability-related
themes
Mitigation of risks that might affect a company’s profitability
Better-informed investment decisions by considering
ESG-criteria
Access to a dedicated team with expertise and thematic insights

Potential Risks for Clients
•
•

The final return depends on the selected investment strategy.
For risks of individual investment instruments, please refer to
your Relationship Manager.

CREDIT SUISSE (Switzerland) Ltd.
P.O. Box 100
CH-8070 Zurich
credit-suisse.com

2/2

3824
SVMS 4

The information provided herein constitutes marketing material. It is not investment advice or otherwise based on a consideration of the personal circumstances of the addressee
nor is it the result of objective or independent research. The information provided herein is not legally binding and it does not constitute an offer or invitation to enter into any type
of financial transaction. The information provided herein was produced by Credit Suisse Group AG and/or its affiliates (hereafter “CS”) with the greatest of care and to the best
of its knowledge and belief. The information and views expressed herein are those of CS at the time of writing and are subject to change at any time without notice. They are
derived from sources believed to be reliable. CS provides no guarantee with regard to the content and completeness of the information and does not accept any liability for losses
that might arise from making use of the information. If nothing is indicated to the contrary, all figures are unaudited. The information provided herein is for the exclusive use of
the recipient. Neither this information nor any copy thereof may be sent, taken into or distributed in the United States or to any U. S. person (within the meaning of Regulation
S under the US Securities Act of 1933, as amended). It may not be reproduced, neither in part nor in full, without the written permission of CS. Responsible investments may
include investments in less developed countries that have a higher degree of risk. In some cases, they are not as liquid as traditional instruments. Individual investment portfolios
should therefore be sufficiently diversified and contain only a small proportion of these types of assets.
Copyright © 2017 Credit Suisse Group AG and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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Microfinance products invest in securities that are financed or refinanced by financial service companies in less developed countries. Investors are expressly made
aware of the risks outlined in the prospectus and of the reduced liquidity of the investments and the increased difficulty of valuing them, as they are often not listed
or traded. Investors must therefore be willing to accept substantial risks, including total loss. The risks of the products are not comparable to those of other funds
investing in debt obligations of issuers in developed countries. Consequently, the products should only account for a small part of an investor’s portfolio and be held
as part of a diversified portfolio.

