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News  Winter storm Burglind / Eleanor in Europe, January 2018  
 

The first winter storm of 2018, Burglind/Eleanor swept across Europe on 3 January 2018. The 

storm was named “Burglind” in German-speaking Europe and “Eleanor” across Western and 

Southern Europe. Switzerland recorded maximum wind gusts of 201 km/h, Germany 120 km/h 

and the UK 160 km/h. These were the highest recorded wind speeds since winter storm Lothar 

in 1999. The storm first reached Ireland and the UK early on 3 January and then moved south-

east across continental Europe with France, the Netherlands and Switzerland most affected.  

 

The storm led to widespread disruptions in road and train traffic due to blockages from toppled 

trees. In Germany, a train derailed after crashing into a fallen tree; in Switzerland, strong winds 

derailed a railcar. Numerous flights had to be cancelled across European airports and shipping 

lines were partly shut down. Damaged power lines left thousands of people without power. At 

least three people have died across Europe mostly due to fallen trees with dozens more injured.  

 

The storm also caused some flood damage in coastal towns and flood warnings are active along 

coasts and rivers across Europe as the next days are expected to bring additional rainfall. News 

from all over Europe report of damaged roofs, scaffoldings and damages caused by fallen trees. 

While strong winds are expected to continue at least until Thursday evening, the strongest wind 

gusts – categorized as “gale-force winds” – have subsided. 

 

Based on continuous analysis with the proprietary Europe Wind Tool (see storm footprint 

attached), the portfolio manager estimates that insured losses from this storm could end up 

between EUR 1 billion and EUR 2 billion. This would make Burglind/Eleanor the most 

expensive winter storm since Xynthia in 2010. However, loss estimates this shortly after the 

event still include considerable uncertainty. 

 

Europe wind is one of the main exposures in CSA ILS / CSA ILS Fixed. It is too early for a 

detailed impact assessment but based on the initial loss range estimate and the exposure in 

CSA ILS / CSA ILS Fixed, the portfolio manager would not expect a significant impact from this 

storm. We will monitor the developments and will keep you updated of any significant 

developments.  
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The information provided herein constitutes marketing material. It is not investment advice or otherwise based 

on a consideration of the personal circumstances of the addressee nor is it the result of objective or 

independent research. The information provided herein is not legally binding and it does not constitute an offer 

or invitation to enter into any type of financial transaction. 

The information provided herein was produced by Credit Suisse Group AG and/or its affiliates (hereafter "CS") 

with the greatest of care and to the best of its knowledge and belief.  

The information and views expressed herein are those of CS at the time of writing and are subject to change at 

any time without notice. They are derived from sources believed to be reliable. 

CS provides no guarantee with regard to the content and completeness of the information and does not accept 

any liability for losses that might arise from making use of the information. If nothing is indicated to the contrary, 

all figures are unaudited. The information provided herein is for the exclusive use of the recipient. 

Neither this information nor any copy thereof may be sent, taken into or distributed in the United States or to 

any U. S. person (within the meaning of Regulation S under the US Securities Act of 1933, as amended). 

It may not be reproduced, neither in part nor in full, without the written permission of CS.  

Credit Suisse Investment Foundation, Zurich, is the issuer and manager of CSA products. Credit Suisse 

(Switzerland) Ltd., Zurich, is the custodian bank. The articles of incorporation, regulations and investment 

guidelines, as well as the most up-to-date annual report and fact sheets, may be obtained free of charge from 

the Credit Suisse Investment Foundation. Only pension funds domiciled in Switzerland that are not subject to 
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exempt pension funds domiciled in Switzerland (article 3 of the articles of incorporation). 
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