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ful artists and has sold more  
than 20 million albums 
internationally.

M
Kanda Bongo Man,  
DR Congo, musician
Kanda Bongo Man, 60, is 
generally regarded as the king 
of “Kwassa Kwassa” which is 
a uniquely Congolese dance. 

He has helped popularize this 
guitar-based dance and made 
it part of Congolese culture 
through his music videos. He 
still tours regularly across 
Europe and North America. 
He has been one of the most 
influential African musicians 
for three decades. 

Strive Masiyiwa,  
Zimbabwe, businessman and 
philanthropist
Zimbabwe’s most successful 
businessman is the founder 
and executive chairman of 
Econet Wireless, a listed 
mobile telecom company with 
operations in Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Lesotho, Burundi 
and Rwanda and more than 
12 million subscribers in 
Africa. Econet also owns 
telecom companies in North 
America and Asia, including 

a 3G license in New Zealand, 
and a solar power company. 
Masiyiwa, 54, is one of 

Africa’s most outstanding 
philanthropists. He and his 
wife, Tsitsi Masiyiwa, fund 

the Capernaum Trust which 
has been providing scholar-
ships and school lunches to 
more than 30,000 orphans in 
Zimbabwe since 1996.

Oussama Mellouli,  
Tunisia, swimmer
Oussama Mellouli, 31, is one 
of the world’s most successful 
swimmers, a three-time 
Olympic medalist and Afri-
can record holder. He won 
the gold medal in the  

Angélique Kidjo,  
Benin, musician

Photography: Fifou; David Corio/Redferns/Getty Images; Savoy Label; Econet Wireless
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1500 m freestyle at the 2008 
Olympics and made history 

in 2012 when he won the first 
Olympic swimming mara-
thon over 10 km. 

Reginald Mengi,  
Tanzania, media entrepreneur
Popularly referred to as the 
“Rupert Murdoch of East 
Africa,” Reginald Mengi, 71, 
is one of Africa’s most influ-
ential media moguls. Mengi 
started off as an accountant, 
becoming a partner at Arthur 
Andersen in Tanzania. He 
then made his fortune as an 
entrepreneur, manufacturing 
ballpoint pens and shoe 
polish before launching IPP 
Media. Today, IPP Media is 
one of East Africa’s largest 
media conglomerates, owning 
several newspapers, television 
and radio stations. He also 
owns IPP Resources, one of 

the largest mining companies 
in Tanzania (gold, uranium, 
copper, chrome and coal). 
Mengi is a vocal crusader 
against corruption, and 
donates a significant portion 
of his fortune so that hun-
dreds of children with heart 
ailments can receive treat-
ment in India.

liner. In her spare time, Mu-
tungi mentors young Kenyan 
women for success in their 
future careers. 

Boniface Mwangi,  
Kenya, photographer and activist
His photos of the bloodshed 
in the 2007 post-election 
violence in Kenya were seen 
around the world. Tormented 
by the conflict he witnessed 
firsthand, Mwangi, 31, be-
came one of the most promi-
nent activists in East Africa, 
campaigning notably against 
oppression and injustice and 
earning multiple awards for 
his work. His motto: “Kenya 
Ni Kwetu” (“Kenya is our 
home”). Mwangi has led 
many of Kenya’s protests, 
including the famous 2013 
“Occupy Parliament” protest 
against newly elected MPs’ 
demands for higher salaries.

James Mwangi,  
Kenya, banker
James Mwangi, born in 1962 
or 1963, is one of East Afri-
ca’s most revered bankers, 
having turned a moribund 

Linah Mohohlo,  
Botswana, central banker
Mohohlo, one of Africa’s 
most revered women in 
banking, joined Botswana’s 
central bank in 1976 and has 
been its governor since 1999. 
She was responsible for 
reserves management and was 
instrumental in establishing 
the “Pula Fund”. This suc-
cessful 6.9 billion dollar 
sovereign wealth fund was 
established in 1994 with the 
aim of preserving part of the 
income from diamond ex-
ports for future generations. 
Mohohlo, who also used to 

work for the International 
Monetary Fund, played a 
major role in the country 
obtaining the highest sover-
eign credit rating in Africa. 

Irene Koki Mutungi,  
Kenya, pilot
Mutungi, 40, started with 
Kenya Airways in 1993 and 
became the airline’s first fe-
male pilot and the first female 
captain in all of Africa. She 
is a role model for many girls 
and young women across the 
continent. Last year, Kenya 
Airways named her captain 
of the Boeing B787 Dream-

microfinance company into 
one of East Africa’s largest 
financial services provider. In 
1993, the then 30-year-old 
Mwangi joined Equity Bank, 
which had just been declared 
insolvent. He boosted em-
ployee morale, improved 
customer service and was an 
advocate for customers at the 
bottom of society – everyone 
from peasant farmers to 
bricklayers. The bank is now 
listed on the Nairobi Securi-
ties Exchange (NSE) and has 

more than eight million 
customers in Kenya, which is 
more than half of the entire 
banking population in the 
country. Equity Bank is now 
the largest commercial bank 
in East Africa and has a 
market capitalization of 
roughly 2 billion dollars.  

Boniface Mwangi,  
Kenya, photographer and activist

Photography: Mohan/Doha Stadium Plus Qatar/flickr (CC by 2.0); Photoshot/interTOPICS/ddp images; Eric Roset/flickr (CC by 2.0) ; Kenya Airways Communications; Allan Gichigi; Equity Library
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employs over 3,600 and is one 
of the largest private security 
companies in Zimbabwe. Her 
success is extraordinary, 
because it is rare in a patriar-
chal society like Zimbabwe to 
find a woman running a 
business in the security 
sector. But Ndhlukula defied 
the naysayers and was named 
the 2013 African Woman of 
the Year.

Youssou N’Dour,  
Senegal, musician
N’Dour is regarded as the 
godfather of Mbalax, a 
unique genre of music that 
blends Western pop music 
with sabar, the traditional 
dance music of Senegal. He 
co-wrote and sang the global 
hit, “7 Seconds,” with Ne-
neh Cherry. N’Dour, 54, is a 
Goodwill Ambassador of the 
Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Na-

she played a supporting role 
in a Nigerian TV series. She 
has appeared in over 100 
movies to date. Companies 
like Nigerian mobile telecom 
firm Etisalat and Amstel 
drinks manufacturer have 
used her popularity and made 
her their brand ambassador. 
“Nollywood” is the second 
largest film industry in the 
world, after India but ahead 
of the US, and grosses 10 
billion dollars annually. The 
movies are extremely popular 
throughout Africa. 

Lydia Nsekera,  
Burundi, FIFA executive
In 2013, Lydia Nsekera, 
famously referred to as the 
“First Lady of Football,” 
made history when she 
became the first woman in 
FIFA’s 110-year history to be 
elected to its executive com-
mittee. She was not allowed 
to play football as a child, 
since the sport was “unbe-
coming” for girls. As a young 
woman, she founded the first 

women’s football club in her 
East African country and 
went on to become president 
of the Burundi football 
federation.

Lupita Nyong’o,  
Kenya, actress and filmmaker
2014 was the year of Lu-
pita Nyong’o, as the Kenyan 
actress and filmmaker was 
celebrated in her Hollywood 
debut in “12 Years a Slave.” 
She earned the Best Sup-
porting Actress Academy 

tions. In April 2012, he was 
appointed Minister for Tour-
ism and Culture. N’Dour is 
one of the best-known Afri-
can musicians. 

Genevieve Nnaji,  
Nigeria, movie actress
Nnaji is easily the most 
recognizable face in Nigeria’s 
thriving movie industry, 
known as “Nollywood.” 
Nnaji, who international 
media has often described as 
Africa’s Julia Roberts, started 

out her film career over 27 
years ago at the age of 8 when 

N
Trevor Ncube,  
Zimbabwe, newspaper publisher
One of Africa’s most influen-
tial publishers, Ncube is the 
founder of Alpha Media 

Holdings (AMH), a Zimba-
bwe-based media company. 
Ncube, 52, also owns the 
highly influential weekly 
newspaper the “Mail & 
Guardian.” With his media 
holding, Ncube can shape 
public opinion, kick start 
national conversations and 
champion causes he feels 
passionately about, such as 
urging South Africa’s black 
population to end xenophobic 
attacks on other Africans. 

Divine Ndhlukula,  
Zimbabwe, entrepreneur
Originally an accountant, 
Ndhlukula founded SECU-
RICO with four employees in 
1999. The company now 

Youssou N’Dour,  
Senegal, musician

Photography: Victor Dlamini; Securico; Youri Lenquette; MMN Global; Alexander Hassen stone/2010/Getty Images
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Lupita Nyong’o,  
Kenya, actress  
and filmmaker

Photo: Erik Madigan Heck/Trunk Archive
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Award for her role as the slave 
Patsey. Nyong’o, 32, was born 
in Mexico, raised in Kenya 
and educated in the U.S. She 
is a graduate of Yale Univer-
sity’s School of Drama. She is 
currently working on “Queen 
Of Katwe,” a film based on 
the true story of the rise of a 
Ugandan chess prodigy.

O
Ory Okolloh,  
Kenya, lawyer 
Ory Okolloh, 37, first came 
into the limelight as a blogger 
and co-founder of Ushahidi, 
which Kenyans used to report 
incidences of violence 
through email, text message 

and Twitter following the 
2007 elections. Ushahidi’s 
open-source software is now 
used around the world for 
similar causes. Okolloh, a 
passionate advocate of good 
governance and accountabil-
ity in Africa, now serves as 
Managing Director of Omid-
yar Network Africa, which 
invests in African for-profit 
and nonprofit organizations 
that foster a civil society. 

mains committed to investing 
in Africa. Through his fam-
ily-owned investment com-
pany E. Oppenheimer & Son, 
he entered into a joint ven-
ture with Singapore govern-
ment-owned investment firm 
Temasek to set up Tana Af-
rica Capital, which invests in 
consumer goods companies.

Afua Osei and Yasmin Belo- 
Osagie, Ghana and Nigeria,  
entrepreneurs
Belo-Osagie, 25, and Osei, 
27, have always been passion-
ate about significantly in-
creasing the number and 
impact of female entrepre-
neurs in Africa. In 2014, they 
founded She Leads Africa, an 
enterprise that hopes to 
become an African equivalent 
to 500 Startups, the legend-
ary start-up center in Silicon 
Valley. She Leads Africa is a 
platform that brings 

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala,  
Nigeria, finance minister
Nigerian economist Okon-
jo-Iweala, 50, has served 
twice as finance minister, 
under Presidents Olusegun 

Obasanjo and Goodluck 
Jonathan. Nigeria’s GDP 
displayed robust growth – an 
average of 6.5 percent growth 
between 2012 and 2014. She 
played a crucial role in devel-
oping and promoting eco-
nomic policies and reform 
programs that helped improve 
transparency and stabilize 
Nigeria’s economy. In addi-
tion, Okonjo, a Harvard and 
MIT-trained economist, 
spent 21 years working at the 
World Bank.

Japheth Omojuwa,  
Nigeria, blogger
Omojuwa is incredibly stub-
born, but in a country like 
Nigeria where only the ob-
stinate get their way, this is 
a virtue. The 30-year-old is 
one of Nigeria’s most contro-
versial and influential so-
cial critics and activists. He 
boasts over 100,000 followers 
on social media and uses his 
Twitter account (@omojuwa)  
for political commentary and 
fostering viral debates on 
good governance, transpar-
ency and corruption. And 
it’s impossible to ignore him 
in Nigeria. When Omojuwa 
tweets, everyone listens – 
even the president. Omoju-
wa’s criticisms have earned 
him powerful enemies, and 
he has been threatened many 

times. But he’s not slowing 
down in his quest for a better 
Nigeria: “I’m not an activist, 
just an ordinary Nigerian who 
cares about the future of his 
country and wants to make a 
difference,” he remarks. 

Nicky Oppenheimer,  
South Africa, investor
Nicky Oppenheimer was 
chairman of De Beers, the 
world’s largest producer of 
rough diamonds, before he 
sold off his family’s 40 percent 
stake to Anglo American. 
But Oppenheimer, 69, re-

Japheth Omojuwa,  
Nigeria, blogger

Photography: Doug Adesko; International Monetary Fund/Wikimedia; Lakin Ogunbanwo; E Oppenheimer & Son Ltd.
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S
Genevieve Sangudi,  
Tanzania, investor
In 2011, the American Carlyle 
Group announced the cre-
ation of a 500 million dollar 
fund for African investments. 
Genevieve Sangudi was ap-
pointed as director. Sangudi, 
who studied at Columbia 
University, is one of the most 
prominent women in the pri-
vate equity industry in Af-
rica. She previously served as a 
partner and founding manag-
ing director of the Nigerian 
operations of Emerging Capi-
tal Partners (ECP), an Afri-
can-focused investment firm.

Naguib Sawiris, 
Egypt, businessman
Naguib Sawiris, 50, is the 
eldest son of Onsi Saw-

iris whose family dynasty 
controls Orascom Group, 
Egypt’s most successful con-
glomerate. 
Sawiris built Orascom into 
the dominant mobile phone 
company in Egypt. He is also 
co-founder of the Free Egyp-
tians Party which campaigns 
for a secular Egypt and free 
market economy. Sawiris 
played a crucial role as me-
diator between the govern-
ment and the opposition in 
the wake of President Hosni 
Mubarak’s ousting.

Sauti Sol,  
Kenya, musicians
The quartet of Bien-Aimé 
Baraza, Willis Chimano, 
Delvin Mudigi and Polycarp 
Otieno make up Sauti Sol, 
Kenya’s most popular mu-
sic export on the African 

together African female 
entrepreneurs with potential 
investors and provides advice 
for setting up and expanding 
sustainable businesses. The 
organization hosts an annual 
entrepreneurship competition 

for women that draws appli-
cations from more than 25 
countries and multiple 
industries. More than 1,000 
startups led by women have 
benefited to date. Their goal 
is to target at least 10,000 
female entrepreneurs in 2015.

R
Bridgette Radebe,  
South Africa, entrepreneur

Bridgette Radebe, 55, started 
her career during the apart-
heid era (1948–1994) in the 
1980s as a contract miner in 
the South African mining in-
dustry the 1980s. As a black 
woman, she faced double dis-

crimination. Following the 
end of apartheid, she founded 
Mmakau Mining in 1995, 
which is active in mining 
platinum, gold, uranium, coal 
and chrome. She is president 
of the South African Min-
ing Development Association 
and was voted 2008 Interna-
tional Businessperson of the 
Year. Forbes magazine counts 
her among the ten wealthiest 
African women.

Issad Rebrab,  
Algeria, entrepreneur
Algeria’s richest man oversees 
the affairs of Cevital, Alge-
ria’s largest industrial con-
glomerate and top employer. 
The group owns one of the 
world’s largest sugar refiner-
ies, with an annual output  
of 1.5 million tons. Cevital 

also manufactures vegetable 
oil and margarine and has 
interests in port terminals, 
auto distribution, mining  
and agriculture. Rebrab, 70, 
is the son of militants who 
fought for Algerian indepen-
dence. He was forced to leave 
the country in 1995 following 
a terrorist attack on his 
company at the time. Forbes 
lists him among the ten 
wealthiest men in Africa, 
with an estimated fortune of 
3.2 billion dollars.

Genevieve Sangudi,  
Tanzania, investor

Photography: Lakin Ogunbanwo, Styling: Reni Folawiyo, Clothes: Alara Lagos; Jochen Lübke/dpa picture-Alliance; Farouk Batiche/AFP; Carlyle; Orascom TMT
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Sauti Sol,  
Kenya, musicians

Photo: Sven Torfinn



78  —  Bulletin  3 / 2015 

—  Africa  — 

sourced from the sustainable 
production of smallholder 
farmers across Africa and 
Asia. She raised 30 million 
dollars in venture capital to 
launch the company. She has 

since divested her stake and 
now runs Tiossān, a company 
that produces luxury organic 
skin-care products based on 
traditional Senegalese skin 
care recipes. 

George Weah,  
Liberia, politician
The 1995 World Footballer of 
the Year leads his country’s 
largest opposition party. Last 

year, Weah was elected to the 
Senate. The 48-year-old is 
expected to run for president 
a third time in 2017, follow-
ing unsuccessful campaigns 
in 2005 and 2011. 

Z
Zapiro (Jonathan Shapiro), 
South Africa, cartoonist
Jonathan Shapiro, 56, known 
as Zapiro, is one of South 

Africa’s most beloved car-
toonists. His work pokes fun 
at South Africa’s rich and 
powerful. Zapiro was active 
in the anti-apartheid move-
ment in the 1980s, and his 
cartoons now address current 
political topics. 

continent. The enormously 
successful boy band sings 
in Swahili and blends lo-
cal and regional dances and 
music with western-inspired 
music genres like soul and 
R’n’B. Sauti means “voice” in 
Swahili. In 2014, they won 
the best African Act at the 
2014 MTV European Music 
Awards.

Wole Soyinka, Nigeria,  
Nobel Laureate for Literature
The playwright, poet, author 
and essayist became the first 
African to win the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1986. 
Soyinka, 81, continues to 
speak out against corruption 
and social injustice. He has 
published more than 20 inter-
nationally-renowned plays in-
cluding “A Dance of the For-
ests,” “The Strong Breed” and 
“The Lion and the Jewel.” His 
autobiography, “You Must Set 
Forth at Dawn,” was pub-
lished in 2006.

Fred Swaniker,  
Ghana, education entrepreneur
Swaniker, 38, is co-founder of 
the African Leadership 
Network (ALN), a commu-
nity of Africa’s most dynamic 

and influential emerging 
leaders. ALN provides a 
platform for these leaders to 
advance their ideas for sus-
tainable development in the 
continent. Swaniker is also a 
co-founder and CEO of the 
Credit Suisse-supported 
African Leadership Acad-

emy, a secondary boarding 
school in Johannesburg that 
admits outstanding students 
from across Africa and 
prepares them for a future of 
leadership. (see Bulletin  
no. 5/2012)

W
Magatte Wade,  
Senegal, entrepreneur
Wade founded Adina World 
Beat Beverages in 2004. The 
San Francisco-based beverage 
company manufactures fruit 
juices and tea based on 
traditional recipes and 

Wole Soyinka, Nigeria,  
Nobel Laureate for Literature

Photography: African Leadership Academy; Ty Bello; Bradley Braket Photography; Trokon T. Kpui; Karina Turok

The jury consisted of Mfonobong 
Nsehe (Forbes Africa), lawyer Rex 
Idaminabo (founder of the African 
Achievers Award), entrepreneur  
Ayodeji Adewumi (CEO, Jobberman 
Nigeria) and economist Tony 
Watima (Business Daily Kenya).
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How Well Do You Know Africa?

 1 	 How many Nobel prize 
winners has Africa produced?
a) 5
b) 9
c) 20
d) 25

 2 	 Which country is not 
considered the “Switzerland  
of Africa”?
a) Burundi
b) Ethiopia
c) Botswana
d) Namibia

 3 	 Which are the Big Five?
a) �Elephants, rhinoceros, lions, 

leopards, buffaloes
b) �Elephants, rhinoceros, lions, 

leopards, giraffes
c) �Elephants, rhinoceros, lions, 

leopards, cheetahs
d) �Whale shark, white shark,  

manta ray, sea lions, tuna

4 	 Which is the happiest country 
in Africa? 
a) Angola
b) Lesotho
c) Zambia  
d) Mauritius

5 	 Which of these four African 
exchange-traded funds (ETF*)  
had the best performance in the 
last 12 months?  
a) �Market Vectors Egypt Index 

ETF
b) �Market Vectors-Africa Index 

ETF
c) iShares MSCI South Africa ETF
d) Global X MSCI Nigeria ETF

6 	 Which country has won  
the Africa Cup the most often? 
a) Côte d’Ivoire
b) Nigeria
c) Egypt
d) Ghana

7 	 Which country was never 
colonized? 
a) Chad
b) Mauritania
c) Zimbabwe
d) Ethiopia

 8 	 Who is the most powerful 
African, according to FORBES?  
a) �Donald Kaberuka,  

development banker
b) �Abdelfatah as-Sisi,  

President of Egypt
c) Kofi Annan, diplomat
d) �José Eduardo dos Santos, 

President of Angola

 9 	 What is Africa’s most 
dangerous animal?
a) Mosquito
b) Leopard
c) White shark
d) Hippopotamus

 10 	 What is the largest religion? 
a) Islam
b) Christianity
c) Nature worship
d) Hinduism

 11 	 Is Lucy, the 3.2-million- 
year-old skeleton, our oldest 
common ancestor?
a) Yes
b) No
c) It is disputed

Twelve questions 
about the continent  
of possibilities.
By Mikael Krogerus  

Solutions:  
1c – Most frequent category: The No-
bel Peace Prize. 2d. 3a – Large game 
hunters of the past referred to the 
five most difficult animals to shoot in 
Africa as the “Big Five.” 4a – Source: 
World Happiness Report. 5b – May 1, 
2014, to May 1, 2015: Plus 12%.  
6c – Egypt (7 times). 7d – Ethiopia, 
the only African country besides Li-
beria that was never permanently col-
onized. 8b – Source: Forbes magazine 
9a – Each year 500,000 people die in 
Africa from malaria, which is trans-
mitted by mosquitoes. 10b – Christi-
anity (53%), followed by Islam (46%). 
11c – Lucy is considered to be the 
oldest member of the human family, 
although paleontologists argue about 
whether the “Toumai” skeleton from 
today’s Chad, which is almost twice as 
old, can be considered an early human 
being. 12d – 21 million.

 12    Which city has the largest 
population?
a) Cairo, Egypt
b) Johannesburg, South Africa
c) �Kinshasa, Democratic  

Republic of Congo
d) Lagos, Nigeria

* ETFs are exchange-traded funds and reflect the 
economic development of a stock exchange or a region.

—  The Last Page  — 

Illustration: Karabo Poppy Moletsane
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