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Media release 

Credit Suisse picks strongest buy ideas with clear outperformance 

Hong Kong, August 18, 2015 – Credit Suisse announces its Asia ex-Japan Focus List has 
generated 19.3% total return since inception, outperforming the benchmark index by 
20.9%. 
 
Whether in a volatile or stable market, investors are constantly searching for investment ideas that 
outperform.  To help clients pick the best stocks, Credit Suisse Equity Research has launched an Asia 
ex-Japan Focus List (AxJ Focus List), consisting of a portfolio of the 12-20 top buy ideas from the 
universe of over 1,000 stocks that it covers in Asia.    
 
The AxJ Focus List is part of a global initiative by Credit Suisse Equity Research that aims to select a 
portfolio of stocks across multiple markets and sectors that are expected to deliver the highest risk-
adjusted returns for clients. 
 
“Credit Suisse has a strong track record in providing insightful research and stock picking," said Ernest 
Fong, Director of Research, Asia. "Given the increasing demand from our clients for strong bottom-up 
ideas, we launched the AxJ Focus List with the goal of offering clients a portfolio that consists of our 
highest conviction buy ideas. Since its inception, the AxJ Focus List has consistently out-performed the 
benchmark MSCI Asia ex-Japan Index. This is a clear testament of our stock selection and portfolio 
construction capability.”  
 
Commenting on the construction of the AxJ Focus List, Manish Nigam, Deputy Director of Research, 
Asia, who drives the initiative said: “We have a rigorous process in selecting potential top outperformers 
from the universe of stocks we cover. This is a highly concentrated list with a small number of stocks 
that have strong fundamentals and highest conviction. To make our Focus List a practical investable 
portfolio, all of the stocks in the list need to meet a minimum liquidity and market capitalisation 
requirement.” 
 
Since its inception in mid-April 2014, the Credit Suisse AxJ Focus List has had a total of 36 
investment ideas, with the current portfolio standing at 17 stocks.  As at the end of July 2015, AxJ 
Focus List has generated a 19.3% cumulative total return and a 24.1% Beta adjusted return—
outperforming the benchmark MSCI Asia ex-Japan Index by 20.9% over the period.  While the regional 
markets have seen a notable correction over the past two months, the AxJ Focus List has managed to 
outperform the market since the start of the year. Overall performance since inception has also been 
very consistent, with 13 out of 16 months outperforming the benchmark index.  
 
Credit Suisse Equity Research provides comprehensive analysis of over 1,000 stocks in Asia excluding 
Japan.  Credit Suisse is one of the leading equities houses in Asia, and in 2015 was rated #3 for All-
Asia Equity Research for the third consecutive year and #2 in terms of commission-weighted 
responses by Institutional Investor.   
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Credit Suisse Asia Ex-Japan Focus List monthly performance  
 

 
** Performance as of end of July, 2015, consistent outperformance against MSCI Asia ex-Japan Index 

 

-Ends – 
Information 
Yuk Min Hui, Corporate Communications Credit Suisse, Telephone +852 2101 6041 
 
Follow us on Twitter @csapac for the latest Credit Suisse APAC news and research views. 
 
 
Credit Suisse AG 
Credit Suisse AG is one of the world's leading financial services providers and is part of the Credit Suisse group of companies 
(referred to here as 'Credit Suisse'). As an integrated bank, Credit Suisse offers clients its combined expertise in the areas of 
private banking, investment banking and asset management. Credit Suisse provides advisory services, comprehensive 
solutions and innovative products to companies, institutional clients and high-net-worth private clients globally, as well as to 
retail clients in Switzerland. Credit Suisse is headquartered in Zurich and operates in over 50 countries worldwide. The group 
employs approximately 46,400 people. The registered shares (CSGN) of Credit Suisse's parent company, Credit Suisse 
Group AG, are listed in Switzerland and, in the form of American Depositary Shares (CS), in New York. Further information 
about Credit Suisse can be found at www.credit-suisse.com. 
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